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On the Cover is Preparations for the coronation. The dress rehearsal of the electric lighting
of the dome and Ivan the Great bell tower on the first day of Easter (a sketch by A. Janova,
drawing by K. Brozh).

Source: Vsemirnaya illyustratsiya — in Russ. (World Illustration), 1883, No. 746, pp. 348-350.

During the celebrations on the occasion of the coronation of Emperor Alexander IIT and his
wife Maria Feodorovna in 1883, Moscow was decorated in a "magnificent, hitherto unseen
way", and the lighting of the Kremlin was something absolutely grandiose at that time.
On the night of April 17, 1883, a "dress rehearsal" of the illumination of Ivan the Great
took place, which, however, was not entirely successful: not all the lamps were burning
at full intensity. This episode is reflected in the engraving in the April issue of the World
Illustration, where it is clear that only the domes shine brightly, and the tower itself is
illuminated unevenly. A week before the coronation, another "general test" took place, this
time everything ended successfully.

The "Electricity" journal at the end of 1883 wrote: "Of the electric illumination,
undoubtedly, the first place was occupied by the work on lighting the bell tower of Ivan
the Great with incandescent lamps, both in terms of the grandiosity of the device and the
technical difficulties that had to be overcome".
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