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PREFACE.

Maxy of the facts, and much of the valuable teaching
of the Scriptures, is lost from the want of some
pystematic arrangement whereby the great Events
and eternal Truths of the Bible may be indelibly
fixed on the mind.

Learned and able Commentaries have been written
by our best Divines on the Old and New Testaments,
which even men of education and piety can study
with profit; but for the impressible mind of the
child there has been nothing published universally
applicable; at least mothing at once simple and con-
cise, and suited to the youthful comprehension.

Many Manuals and Qutlmes of Secripture History
have been published, all excellent in their way; but
the great want hitherto has been a Work that, with-
out fatiguing the memory, is fitted to teach the great
landmarks, Seriptural and Historical, of Holy Writ.
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A CHRONOLOGICAL ARRANGEMENT OF THE BOOKS
: OF THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS.

When written. ‘When written. When written.
B.C. B.C. B.C.
Genesis . . 1491 | I Kings L.—-XI. . 1004 II Chron. X. &c. . 623
Job B . 1481 :i. Chren. L—IX. 1000 | Il Kings . . 590
Exodus . . 1481 | Proverbs . . 1000 | Jeremiah . . 588
Leviticus . . 1490 | Ecclesiastes. . 975 | Lamentations . 588
Deuteronomy « 1451 I T Kings, XI1. &c.. 897 | Obadiah . . 587
Numbers . . 1451 i Jonah . . 862 | Ezekiel . . T4
Joshua . . 1427 | Joel . . 800 | Danicl . 534
Judges . . 1406 | Amos . 787 | Haggai . . 521
Ruth . + 1312 | Micah . « 750 | Zecharien . . 520
I Samuer . . 1035 | Hosea . . 740 | Esther . . 509
11 Samuel . . 1018 | Nahum . . 13| Ezra . . 457
I Chronicles . 1015 | Tsaiab . . 698 | Nehemiah . . 430
Psalms . uncertain | Zephaniah . . 630 | Malachi . 397
Song of Solomon . 1013 Hahakkuk . 626
A.D. A.D. A.D,
Matthew . . 38| Ephesians . 63| 11Peter . . 68
Galatians . . 53| Philippians 63 | Titus . 66
I Thessalonians . 54| Colossians . 63 | 11 Timothy . 66 [
II Thessalonians . 55 | Philemon “. 63| 1 John . . 69
I Corinthians . A7 | Luke . . 63| 11 John . %9
Romans . B8/ Ylecbrews . . 63 | LT John . 9
11 Corinthians . 58 | Mark . . 63 Jude . (N
I Timothy . 58] Acts . . 64| Revelativn . L%
James . G111 Peter . 64| John . T

The Hebrews formed all the books of the Old Testament, which with us amount
to thirty-nine, into twenty-two ; so as to correspond w'th the number of letters in
the alphabet, several books being put together, as mn the following arrangement—

THE LAW. 1, Genesis.—2, Exodus.—3, Leviticus.—4, Numbcrs.—5, Deute.
ronomy.

TH!:. EARLY PROPHETS. 6, Joshua.—7, Judges.—8, Samuel, I and (1.

THE LATTER PROPHETS. 10, Isaiah.—11, Jeremiah and Baruch,.—]2,
Ezeklel.—13, The twelve minor Prophets in one book Hosca, Joel, Amos, Obadiah,
Jonah, Micah. Nahum, Habakuk, Zephaniah, Haggax, Zechariah, Malachi,

HAGIOGRA PILA. 14, The Pzalms.—15, ‘The Piaverbs..~16, Job.—.17, So-
lomons Song —18, Icclcsmstcs.—-m Esther.—~20, Dapiel.—21 Fzra and Nche-
miah.—22, (.hromcles

It is generally supposed that our #aviour referred to this division qf the Sacred
Writings in his address to the disciples, as recorded by Luke, when he says, ¢ that
all things must be fulfilled which were written in the 1aw of Moses, and in the Pro.
phets, and in the Psalms, concerning me.”—ch. xxiv., v. 44.
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