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PREFACE

Tuese Studies are intended to illustrate Venetian
history by dwelling upon certain crucial moments and
significant episodes in the formation, growth, and
decline of the Republic, by drawing attention to the
Constitutional, Financial, Commercial, and Diplomatic
development of the State, by an examination of its
attitude towards the printing press, the book trade
and ecclesiastical censorship, and by recounting
picturesque events, such as the career of the alchemist
Bragadin and the Spanish Conspiracy, which are
symptomatic of decline. The history of Venice is full
of similar topics, and these Essays do not pretend to
cover the whole field; there remain vital questions
like the Fourth Crusade, the colonial policy of the
Republic, her navy, and so on, to which I may,
perhaps, some time return. I have selected my
subjects from every period of Venetian history,
beginning with the foundation of Rialto and closing
with the relations between the Republic and the
Commonwealth of England.

Bishop Creighton once suggested that it might
be possible to write the history of Venice in a series
of Essays; he also added that “Venice is a Kultur
Stadt, yet its Kultur is not obvious in its history.
The impression which it produced on Europe in the
days of its greatness is not the same impression

which it now.makes on the modern mind. Its aesthetic
vil
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