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PREFACE.

PO —

THE success which has attended the publication of the
first volume of this work has far exceeded my most
sanguine expectations. The cordial manner in which the
press has reviewed the book has greatly cheered and
encouraged me in the preparation of the second volume.
The life of Birmingham since the year 1840—the time
at which these annals close—has been one of great
activity and interest; which, at some future time, I hope
to narrate. The relation of the modern life of the town
would require a mode of treatment different from that
which has been found so acceptable in the present work.
It would not be necessary, nor desirable, to reproduce
the reprints and extracts from the newspapers with the
same copiousness; but to give the results in a consecutive
and more compressed form. Should I live, it is my
intention so to compléete the story of Birmingham life.

I have now only to return my hearty thanks to the
many friends who have helped and encouraged me in
the production of these two volumes; and to the press
for the cordial greeting and the generous recognition which

my self-imposed labour of love has received.

Birmingham, July, 1868.
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CONTENTS OF SECOND VOLUME,
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CHAPTER I1.—1791-1801.

Effects of the Riots—Ashted—Plan of Birmingham—The Lowcells—
Deritend, Digbeth and Cherry-street—Building—Bordesley Tavern
—Spring Gardens—Freehold Estate—Tavern and Tea Garden—
Spiceal-street—Birmingham Heath—Women’s Market—Population
and Houses—Garden—Buckle Manufactory—Buckles at Court—
Button Makers—Buckle Trade—Ashted Chapel—Copper—Rev. E.
Burn and Dr. Priestley—Hutton’s Claims—Fish—Mr. Ashwin—
Copper and Brass Trades—Sunday Trading—Shoemakers—The
Riots—Barracks—Dr. Maxwell’s Daggers—Incendiary Fires—Dr.
Withering—St. Martin’s Engines—Birmingham and Warwick Canal
—Tom Paine—The Rev. J. Proud’s Address—Sir R. Lawley—Ban-
kers’ Notes—Fast Day—Hemlingford Hundred Bill—Henry Clay
and Papier Maché—Royal Birthdays—Penny-post for Birmingham
—The Riot Levy—The Little Riot—Lord George Gordon—Warm
Clothing for the Army in Flanders—Malicious Report—Relief of
the Poor—The Button at Court—Appeal to the Ladies—The King’s
Birthday—Lord Howe’s Victory—Beggars and Ballad Singers—Riot
Levy—Medical Pneumatic Institution—Relief Plan—Owen Owen's
Decent Burial Society— Benevolent Society— A little Meeting—
Volunteers—Scarcity Riots—Reasons for not Rioting—Distress and
Benevolence—Letter from the Duke of Portland—Plan of Relief—
Birmingham Workhouse—A ttack on the King—Dipt Button Trade
— Earthquake— Dipt Buttons again — Employment for Children—
Metal Buttons—Deritend Bridge—Ashted Chapel—Sunday Trading
—Cheap Cook Shops—Bank Notes—Worcester and Birmingham
Canal Tunnel—New Tax upon Newspapers—Deritend Bridge—Tax
on Clocks and Watches—Admiral Duncan’s Victory—Proposed Tax
on Iron—Public Office—Birmingham Asylum—3Battle of the Nile—
The Sunday Question—Public Houses—New Public Office—Copper
Trade — Buttons—Hospital Collection —Household Bread—Soup
Shops — Providence Society — Bread Riot — Collection for Soup
Shops—The King shot at—The King’s Birthday—Forestalling,
Ingrossing, and Regrating—Bill for the Improvement of the Town
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