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PREFACE.

—_——

It is at the suggestion and by the advice of friends in
whose judgment I have more confidence than in my own,
that I put forth this volume of collected essays.! The
subjects of which they treat are now engaging mnot a
little attention from scholars and from men of reading,
and, although much written upon, are yet very far from
being exhausted. The paper on the Vedas was, so far as
I know, the very first in which the main results of mod-
ern study respecting the most ancient period in Indian
history were made accessible in English. When it was
prepared, I had been attending during two seasons upon
the lectures and other instructions of Professor Roth, of
Tiibingen, and, to an extent so considerable that it calls
for special acknowledgment here, the exhibition of the
subject was a digest of his teachings. It, as well as the
essays that follow it, is left in the main as it was origin-
ally drawn up; although there are, naturally enough,
passages to which, if the essays were to be produced
anew, I should give a somewhat different coloring. The
Avestan article has been rewritten, especially in its bibli-
ographical portion, so as to be brought down to the pres-
ent time as regards the notices of European scholars and
their works.

The essays bearing upon the science of language will
be found, I trust, not less called for than the rest by the
circumstances of the time. Notwithstanding all” that has

1 A statement of the places and times of original publication will be found
ut thé end of the volnme.
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