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 The Child is Father of the Mar;
And I could wish my days to be
Bound eack to each by natural Diety
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PREFACE.

I REMEMBER hearing Lord Macaulay say, after Words-
worth’s death, when subscriptions were being collected
to found a memorial of him, that ten years earlier more
money could have been raised in Cambridge alone, to do
honour to Wordsworth, than was now raised all through
the country. Lord Macaulay had, as we know, his own
heightened and telling way of. putting things, and we
must always make allowance for it. But probably it is
true that Wordsworth has never, either before or since,
been so accepted and popular, so established in possession
of the minds of all who profess to care for poetry, as he
was between the years 1830 and 1840, and at Cambridge.
From the very first, no doubt, he had his believers and
witnesses. But I have myself heard him declare that, for
he knew not how many years, his poetry had never
brought him in enough to buy his shoe-strings. The
poetry-reading public was very slow to recognise him, and
was very easily drawn away from him. Scott effaced
him with this public, Byron effaced him.

The death of Byron seemed, however, to make an
opening for Wordsworth.  Scott, who had for some time
ceased to produce poetry himself, and stood before the
public as a great novelist ; Scott, too genuine himself not
to feel the profound genuineness of Wordsworth, and
with an instinctive recognition of his firm hold on nature
and of his local truth, always admired him sincerely, and
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