REGENERATION.

BY

EDMUND H. SEARS.

“The existing state of Christianicy amongst those who profess it does not warrant the objection,
that all further advance in the development of the perception we possess of its nature and appli-
cation is impracticable or unnacessary. 1If we have the perfect conception of Christianity, we are
making a lamentably imperfect application of it; for the world, alas! {s to a very small extent
under its power ; if we have not the perfoct conception of it, theu every attempt to regard it from
a more lofty moral point of view should be welcomed as a rcal and earnest attempt for the highest
welfare of mankind.”—Morell,
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INTRODUCTION.

———

No higher queftion can be offered to the human in-
_telle& than that of the method of falvation by Jefus
Chrift. Its unmeafured importance is obvious to us
whenever, in contemplative mood, we open the pages
of the New Teftament, and find that a fplendid ap-
paratus of means has been provided; for we know
that this would not have been done unlefs momentous
interefts were at iffue. Thefe two queftions, What
are we? and Whither do we tend? will at times prefs
painfully upon thoughtful minds, and demand an
anfwer. Ideals of a better ftate are haunting them,
and producing within them unutterable longings after
peace. '

There are three topics which cannot fail to com-
mand the intereft and attention of thofe whofe minds
are revolving the great problem of life :— '

The evil, depravity, and fuffering involved in the
human condition ; the darknefs that broods upon the
earth and upon our own {pirits.

Conceptions of a better flate—dreams of perfec-
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