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PREFACE.

I INTEND this little book to serve as an introduction to

my Senior Class Book of British History, lately published.

Written with the distinct object of being attractive to

young readers, it is characterized (as I believe every work

written to attract the young ought to be) by an idiomatic

simplicity of language, and a free pictorial style.

The plan of the Work aims at presenting, in the first

instance, a short Summary of each Period or Reign; and then

supplying in the form of a Story fuller details of the more

prominent and picturesque events. The Chronological Lists

correspond with those of my more advanced Histories of the

British Empire, so that a pupil becomes familiar from the

beginning with a framework of Dynasties and Reigns, on the

knowledge of which all accurate acquaintance with the subject

depends. The introductory Summaries, printed in smaller type,

supply a consecutive outline of British History, which may be

studied either with, or apart from, the Stories.

I may state that the Stories will be found useful in

supplementing those descriptions, which the limited size and

diversified contents of a School History often render

necessarily meagre; for, especially in dealing with the more

romantic portions of English History, I have resorted freely to

the narration of anecdotes and the accumulation of picturesque

details.

W. F. C.

January 1870.
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H I S T O R Y

OF

THE BRITISH EMPIRE.

For Junior  Classes.

THE ROMAN PERIOD.

Chief Events. — The Celts, who inhabited Britain,

were disturbed in the year 55 B.C. by the arrival of Roman

soldiers under Julius Cæsar. What we call the Roman Period of

our history then began. It lasted during four hundred and sixty-

five years.

It was not until the reign of Claudius, 43 A.D., that the

Romans gained any decided success in Britain. Shortly after

that time a brave British chief named Caractacus was defeated

and taken prisoner; and the Druids were expelled from Mona

(Anglesey). Agricola was the chief Roman governor of Britain.

During nine years he held power: and, having invaded

Caledonia or Scotland, he defeated a chief named Galgacus in

the Battle of the Grampians, 84 A.D. The principal Roman

Walls were the Wall of Hadrian, from the Tyne to the Solway

Firth (121 A.D.), and the Wall of Antonine from Forth to Clyde

(140 A.D.). The Roman Emperor Severus marched through

Caledonia, as far as the Moray Firth. Just previous to 300 A.D.

Carausius, a Roman admiral, seized Boulogne, and established

himself as ruler in Britain. This was one sign that the Roman

power was decaying in the island: another, and a stronger sign,

may be found in the Sack of London (367 A.D.) by the Picts
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