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Havine promised in the introductory chapter of this volume
to dispense with the formality of a preface, a few words, not
meriting so grave a title, will suffice to say that the histo-
rical personages who appear in it were sketched from life,
that Victor’s destiny is recorded in the anmnals of the start-
ling period when it was fulfilled, and that the African
characters are real, and have literally spoken for themselves,

In regard to all the other characters, while they are
believed to be true to nature, and were intended to repre-
sent traits and dispositions which are not unfrequently met
with in real life, the writer begs to enter a protest against
the identification of any of these portraits, not belonging
to the domain Oﬁ"'f;l‘lblic history, with individual personages,
either past or pragerit:
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