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This article presents the up-to-date view of ethno-linguistic situation in polylanguage and polycultural 
the Krasnoyarsk Territory. The functional typology of languages of this Siberian region has been given; 
historical and proper linguistic causes of disequilibrum of linguistic situation have been developed; 
the objects for further study of this problem have been specifi ed. 
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diaspora languages, communicative power of the languages. 

* Corresponding author E-mail address: feldeo@list.ru
1 © Siberian Federal University. All rights reserved

Point

The study of ethno-linguistic situation in 
different parts of the world, including Russian 
Federation holds a prominent place in the range of 
problems of present sociolinguistics. This fi eld of 
scientifi c knowledge is represented by the works 
of such famous scholars as V.M. Alpatov (1999), 
A.A. Burikin (2004), T.G. Borgoyakova (2002), 
V.V. Vakhtin (1999) et al., they described the 
linguistic situation in the certain parts of Russia, 
developed the peculiarities of republic-wide and 
local linguistic situation, estimated the legal status 
of some languages of ethnic groups1 and examined 
the history of their writing system. However, 
many issues of native macro-sociolinguistics are 
under examination; administrative units of the 
country with the sizeable territory are still little-
studied by the linguists. Unconditionally, Middle 
Siberia belongs to such territories, specifi cally the 

Krasnoyarsk Territory which area (2339,7 thousand 
square kilometres) could cover the third part of 
Australian continent. Sociolinguistic examination 
of the Krasnoyarsk Territory is important for the 
solution of a number of the following theoretical 
and practical objectives: for revelation of the 
characteristics of communicative space of the 
country and its separate regions, for monitoring 
of linguistic situation and successful language 
prediction. Diachronic aspect of ethno-linguistic 
situation study is of interest for historians, 
ethnographers and regional ethnographers. 
Synchronic aspect of sociolinguistic study of 
the Krasnoyarsk Territory native languages is of 
great importance for contributing to worldwide 
database “Disappearing languages of the world” 
created with the assistance of the Council of 
Europe and UNESCO and database “Smaller 
languages of Russia: sociolinguistic image”.
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