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PREFACE

Coming to India as simple travellers, we were able to
go wherever fancy led us—so that, at the expiration of
nearly three years, we have perhaps seen much more
of that country than many who have passed half their
lives there. A friend in England seemed pleased with
some letters I wrote to him, giving descriptions of places
we had visited ; and thus arose the idea of a continued
series of papers, which I thought might possibly interest
other friends at home at some future period. The idea
of publication was an after-thought; and this must be
my excuse for the almost colloquial style in which they
are written. Those who know me will, I trust, excuse
the many imperfections incidental to a first attempt at
coming before the public; and I crave the indulgence
of strangers also for the same reason. I am much
indebted to various friends in India for the loan of
some rare and valuable books; also of departmental
works belonging to their offices, by means of which I
have obtained information on many subjects of interest.
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vi PREFACE.

Amongst the former may be classed Ferishta’s ¢ History
of Hindostdn,” translated by Dow, from the original
Persian, more than one hundred years ago; and the
travels of Fa Hiang and Hionen Thsang, the Chinese
pilgrims, who visited India, the former in the fifth,
and the latter in the seventh, century of our era.
Other works I have also consulted and compared with
each other, as opportunity occurred ; but many months
spent, in camp, with, at times, an almost daily removal
to a fresh spot, has prevented much study for want
of the necessary time and materials. I only wish I
could insure my friends as much pleasure in reading
our travels as I have felt in writing about them.

H. G. M. M. A.

Kuru VaLiey, Oct. 4, 1878.
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