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Unit I 
Historical Science 

 
Text A 

 
1. Before you read the text answer the questions in writing: 
a. What did Herodotus write? b. What kind of written sources 

(источники) do you know? c. Why does a historian have to be careful 
when interpreting and recording (записывая) events? d. In what way 
did people record the events when they did not know writing? e. What 
is history? f. Does history study only (только) our past? g. What is 
oral (устная) history? h. What does archaeology study? i. How can 
archaeologists define (определить) the date of an object found?  

 
2. Scan through (read very quickly) the text and match the 

paragraphs with the questions in ex. 1.  
 

Discovering the Past 
 

1. What is history? In its broadest sense, history is the story of 
people – the study of our past. Some historians look at important 
events, such as wars and government, while others examine the lives 
of ordinary people. By understanding the past we may be able to gain 
a more balanced view of the present.  

2. The basic aims of history are to record and explain our past. 
Historians look for evidence by researching a wide range of 
documents and records called historical sources. Primary sources are 
accounts written by people involved in events, and include wills, 
maps, letters and diaries. Historians look for evidence about people’s 
beliefs from prayer books and religious documents and also rely on 
birth, death and marriage register and population surveys called 
censuses. Historians also search through secondary sources – studies 
of primary sources made at a later date, such as newspaper reports. 

3. The first people to study history seriously were the ancient 
Greeks. In the 5th century BC, the Greek historian Herodotus (called 
the Father of History) set out to write an accurate record of the wars 
between the Greeks and the Persians to preserve the details of the 
time. 

Copyright ОАО «ЦКБ «БИБКОМ» & ООО «Aгентство Kнига-Cервис»

Перейти на страницу с полной версией»

Перейти на страницу с полной версией»

Перейти на страницу с полной версией»

Перейти на страницу с полной версией»

http://rucont.ru/efd/238259
http://rucont.ru/efd/238259
http://rucont.ru/efd/238259
http://rucont.ru/efd/238259

