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NMoAacHUTenbHaA 3anMUCKa

YyebHo-meToamMyeckoe nocobue Essay Writing npeaHasHayeHo oA CTy4eHTOB
2 Kypca AHeBHOro oTaeneHus, obyyatowmxca no cneymanbHoctn 031300
«KypHanmMcTuKa».

Mocobue obecneunBaeT pa3BuTMe NPOPeCcCMOHaNbHO 3HAYUMBIX ANA
YKYPHANINCTOB YMEHWNI NMUCbMEHHON MHOA3BIYHOW PeYn.

Llenbto gaHHOro yuebHo-meToamnyeckoro nocobums asnsaetca
COBEpPLUEHCTBOBAaHWE YMEHMA HAaNNCAHUA 3CCe Ha aHI/IMMCKOM fi3blKe Ha YPOBHe
A0CTAaTOYHOM AnA NpodeccMoHabHON KOMMYHUKALUMW.

B npouecce paboTbl C AaHHbIM y4ebHO-METoAMYECKMM NOCObMeM peLuatoTca

cnepylouwme 3a4aun:

— pasBUTME YMEHUI YCTHOIO U MUCbMEHHOTO KOMMEHTAPUA MO 3asABAEHHOM
Teme

— dKTya/in3aumna HaBblKOB pa6OTbI C aBTOpCKOVI J'IeKCVIKOl\;I, NCMNoONb30BaHHOW B
3Cce

— dKTya/in3aumna HaBblKa HanMnmMcaHmMA acce

Mocobure cocTonT U3 6 YacTen, Karkaan U3 KOTOPbIX BKAKOYAET ayTEHTUYHbIN
TEKCT 3cce U BNOK ynparKHEHWUM, HanNpPaBAEHHbIX Ha NOHUMaHWe, U3BNeYeHne
MHOOPMaLIUKN N3 TEKCTA, BbIPAXKEHNE MHEHUA U JIMYHOM OLEHKN, KOTOpbIe
CNOCOBCTBYIOT PA3BUTUIO YCTHLIX KOMMYHUKATUBHbIX YMEHWUI CTYAEHTOB U
obecneymBaloT NOArOTOBKY K HanuCaHUIO 3cce. B npuioxKeHun npusoauTca
CMUCOK TeM 419 HaNMCcaHWsA 3cce. 3a4aHUA NOCTPOEHbI B 1OTMKE KOTHUTUBHO-
KOMMYHMKaTUBHOIO NoAxo4a U HOCAT TBOPYECKUIN, AeATEIbHOCTHbIN XapaKTep.

PaboTa c Kaxkgom yacTbio TpebyeT 4-6 akagemuyeckumx Yyacos. Mocobue
NO3BONAET OPraHN30BaTb ayANUTOPHYO MU CAMOCTOATENbHYIO PaboTy CTyAEHTOB U
6ypeT cnocobcTBOBATL peannsaumnm Lenen u 3agad obyvyeHns MHOCTPAHHOMY
A3bIKY.

D ~ v v


http://rucont.ru/efd/298017
http://rucont.ru/efd/298017
http://rucont.ru/efd/298017
http://rucont.ru/efd/298017

present ideas, reasons, and logical arguments showing why readers should agree
with their opinions on the matter.

In addition, many writers make their essay especially persuasive by mentioning
alternative opinions and explaining why they find these opinions unsatisfactory.
By recognizing and disposing of alternative views, a persuasive writer can convince
readers that the opinion stated in the essay has been formed only after careful
and objective thought.

Expository Essay

An expository essay explains a term, process, or idea to the reader. The writer of
an expository essay often indicates the essay’s purpose by means of a thesis
statement, which directly tells the reader what the essay will explain. This
statement usually occurs toward the beginning of the essay; the body of the essay
develops this statement with explanations and examples; the conclusion of the
essay may restate the thesis in different words. Sometimes, however, the thesis is
not directly stated but is implied in the essay. An implied thesis is one that the
readers infer from the author’s arguments and examples.

An expository essay on winter sports may begin with a thesis statement such as
“Skiing offers a combination of fun and exercise to a wide range of people.” The
remainder of the essay would support this statement. On the other hand, the
essay might imply rather than directly state its thesis. By describing each winter
sport and its relative popularity, the essay might clearly show the special benefits
and wide appeal of skiing without including a specific, direct statement to that
effect. Rather than announcing the author’s purpose in a thesis statement, the
essay with an implied thesis gives readers enough information to recognize that
purpose on their own.

Exposition means explanation of facts. At the beginning of a short story, novel, or
play, exposition provides information that is necessary to follow the action. The
expository essay presents facts or explains an idea. The essayist seeks to inform
the reader. Most expository essays follow a pattern. The author states the central
idea, or the purpose for writing the essay. Then the author presents support in the
form of examples, reasons, statistics, and anecdotes. The clear statement of the
central idea of the essay is the thesis statement. The thesis statement is often the
first sentence of an expository essay or falls within the first paragraph. It is often
repeated in other words in or near the last paragraph.
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In addition, each paragraph of an expository essay generally contains a topic
sentence which states the central point of that paragraph. This pattern of thesis
statement and topic sentences presents the explanation in a logical,
straightforward manner.

Comparative Essay

One effective technique in expository writing is the use of comparison and
contrast. Comparison points out similarities between one or more subjects;
contrast examines the differences between them. Very often writers develop
comparison and contrast by using parallel structure; they discuss the same points
in the same order for each subject. As a result, the various similarities and
differences between the subjects stand out more sharply.

A comparison and contrast that uses a parallel development can build from
simple, obvious points to more subtle ones.

UNIT 1
Lead-in
1. What do you think is in the text?

2. Can you name the main types of essays mentioned in the introduction?
Make a list and put at least three key words which go with each type of
essay (for example, narration: descriptive, strong impression, observations).

On Essays
By Edward Hoagland

We sometimes hear that essays are an old-fashioned form, that so-and-so is the
“last essayist”, but the facts of the marketplace argue quite otherwise. Essays of
nearly any kind are so much easier than short stories for a writer to sell, so many
more see print, it’s strange that though two fine anthologies remain that publish
the year’s best stories, no comparable collection exists for essays. Such changes in
the reading public’s taste aren’t always to the good, needless to say. The art of
telling stories predated even cave painting, surely; and if we ever find ourselves
living in caves again, it (with painting and drumming) will be the only art left, after
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movies, novels, photography, essays, biography, and all the rest have gone down
the drain —the art to build form.

One has the sense with the short story as a form that while everything may have
been done, nothing has been overdone; it has permanence. Essays, if a
comparison is to be made, although they go back four hundred years to
Montaigne, seem a mercurial, newfangled, sometimes hokey affair that has lent
itself to many of the excesses of the age, from spurious autobiography to spurious
hallucination, as well as to the shabby careerism of traditional journalism. It’s a
greased pig. Essays are associated with the way young writers fashion a name —on
plain, crowded newsprint in hybrid vehicles like the Village Voice, Rolling Stone,
the New York Review of Books, instead of the thick paper stock and thin
readership of Partisan Review.

Essays, however, hang somewhere on a line between two sturdy poles: this is
what | think, and this is what | am. Autobiographies which aren’t novels are
generally extended essays, indeed. A personal essay is like the human voice
talking, its order the mind’s natural flow, instead of a systematized outline of
ideas. Though more wayward or informal than an article or treatise, somewhere it
contains a point which is its real centre, even if the point couldn’t be uttered in
fewer words than the essayist has used. Essays don’t usually boil down to a
summary, as articles do, and the style of the writer has a “nap” to it, a
combination of personality and originality and energetic loose ends that stand up
like the nap on a piece of wool and can’t be brushed flat. Essays belong to the
animal kingdom, with a surface that generates sparks, like a coat of fur, compared
with the flat, conventional cotton of the magazine article writer, who works in the
vegetable kingdom, instead. But, essays, on the other hand, may have fewer
“levels” than fiction, because we are not supposed to argue much about their
meaning. In the old distinction between teaching and storytelling, the essayist,
however, cleverly he camouflages his intentions, is a bit of a teacher or reformer,
and an essay is intended to convey the same point to each of us.

This emphasis upon mind speaking to mind is what makes essays less universal in
their appeal than stories. They are addressed to an educated, perhaps a middle-
class, reader, with certain presuppositions, a frame of reference, even a
commitment to civility that is shared — not the grand and golden empathy
inherent in every man or woman that a storyteller has a chance to tap.
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