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PREFACGCEL

O~ prefenting this Volume to my Country, it is not neceflary to enter
into a particular account of thofe voyages whofe journals form the prin-
cipal part of it, as they will be found, I truft, to explain themfelves.
It appears, however, to be a duty, which the Public have a right to
expeft from me, to ftate the reafons which have influenced me 1n
delaying the publication of them.,

It has been aflerted, that a mifunderftanding between a perfon high
in office and myfelf, was the caufe of this procraftination. It has alfo
been propagated, that it was occafioned by that precauti’on which the
policy of commerce will fometimes fuggelt; but they are both equally
devoid of foundation. The one is an idle tale; and there could be no
folid realon for concealing the circumftances of dilcoveries, whole
arrangements and profecution were fo honourable to my affociates and
myfelf, at whofe expence they were undertaken. The delay atually
arole from the very attive and bufy mode of life in which I was engaged
fince the voyages have been completed ; and when, at length, the op-
portunity arrived, the apprehenfion of prefenting myfelf to the Public
in the charaer of an Author, for which the courfe and occupations of
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my life have by no means qualified me, made me hefitate in committing
my papers to the Prels; being much better calculated to perform the
voyages, arduous as they might be, than to write an account of them.

However, they are now offered to the Public with the {ubmiffion that
becomes me. ' '

I was led, at an early period of life, by commercial views, to the
country North-Weft of Lake Superior, in North America, and being
endowed‘By*Nature”w‘ith an inquifitive mind and entetpriﬁﬁg {pirit ;
poﬂ'efﬁng alfo a conflitution and frame of body equal to the moft
arduous undertakings, and being familiar with toilfome exertions in the
‘profecutlon of mercantile purfuits, I not only contemplated the pra&l-
cability of penetrating acrofs the continent of America, but was con-

fident in the qualifications, as I was animated by the defire; to undertake
the perilous enterprize.

RN SUU R i IS S S
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| The general uullty of fuch a dxfcovexy; has been umverfally ac-
fknowledged while the wxfhes of my partlcular frxends and commercxal
(aH‘omates that I fhould proceed i in the purfuit of it, contributed to
quicken the execution of this favourite “proje&t of my own ambition:
and as the completlon of it extends the boundaries of geographic
Tcxence and adds new countries to the realms of Britifh commerce,
the danger I have encountered, and the toils I have {uffered, have found
their recompence nor will the many tedious and weary days, or the
)gloomy and inclement nights which I have paffed, have been pafled

l[l vain,
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The firflt voyage has fettled the dubious point of 2 pratticable North-
Weft paffage; and I truft, that it has fet that long agitated queftion at
reft, and extinguifhed the difputes refpetting it for ever.
difcuflion of that fubjett will be found to occupy the concluding pages

An enlarged

of this volume.

ok
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~Tn this voyage, I was not only without the neceflary books and inftru-
ments, but alfo felt myfelf deficient in the fciences of aftronomy and

navigation: I did not hefitate, 'thgrefofe, to undertake a winter’'s voyage

to this country, in order to procure the one and acquire the other.
Thefe objeflts being accomplilhed, I returned, to determine the pratti-
cability of a commercial communication through the continent of
North America, between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, which is
proved by my fecond journal. Nor do I hefitate to declare my decided

opinion,thaksery great. and eflential advantages may be derived by ex-

tending our trade from one fea to the other,

'Some account of the fur trade of Canada from that country, of the
native inhabitants, and of the extenfive diftrifls ‘conneéted with it,
forms a preliminary difcourfe, which will, I truft, prove interefling to
a nation whofe general policy is blended with, and whofe profperity is
fupported by, the purfuits of commerce. It will alfo qualify the reader
to purfue the {ucceeding voyages with fuperior intelligence and fatisfac-

tion.

Thele voyages will not, I fear, afford the variety that may be ex-

pelted from them; and that which they offered to' the eye, is not of a
| nature
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