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GENERAL PLAN OF THE SIERIES.

This Sertes s primarily designed to aid the University Extensiorn
Movement throughout Great Britain and America, and to supply
the need, so widely felt by students, of Text-books for study and
reference, in connection with the authorised Courses of Lectures.

The Manuals differ from those already in existence in that they
ave not intended for School use, or for Examination purposes; and
that their aim is fo educate, rather than fo inform. The statement
of details is meant lo illustrate the working of general laws, and the
development of principles; while the historical evolution of the
subject dealt with is kept in view, along with its philesophical
significance.

Zhe remarkable success which has attended University Extension
in Britain has been partly due to the combination of scicntific treat-
ment with popularity, and to the union of simplicity with thorough-
ness.  This movement, however, can only reack those resident in the
larger centres of population, while all over the gountry there are
thoughtful persons who desive the same kind of teaching. 1t is for
them also that this Series is designed. Its aim is to supply the
general reader with the same kind of teaching as is given in the
Lectures, and to reflect the spirit which has characterised the move-
ment, viz. the combination of principles with facts, and of methods
with resulls.

The Manuals are also infended 0 be contributions to the Literature
of the Subjects with whick they respectively deal, quite apart from
University Extension ; and some of them will be found to meet a
general rather than a special want. !

They will be issued simultanconsly in England and America.
Volumes dealing with separate sections of Literathre, Science,
Philosophy, History, and Art have been assigned to representdfe
lterary men, to Universily Professors, or to Extension Lecturers
connected with Oxford, Cambridge, London, and the Universitics of
Scotland and Ireland.

A list of the works in this Series will be found at the end of the
volume,
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PREIFACE.

In this Aanual the broad principles laid down in
the General Plan of the Series have been kept in view,
expressing, as they do, the method of lecturing upon the
subject adopted by the writer as a University Extension
Lecturer in the years 188o~18go. The actual course of
events is sketched in a general way, and afterwards the
more important phases of the history are treated separately.
The history is studied in the light of Political Science,
Political Economy and Ethnology, and, at the same time,
with close reference to the observations and opinions
of travellers, statesmen, and colonists; while Poetry and
Fiction have also been recognised.

The fact that so many problems of Imperial interest are
still being worked out, and that this particular time is one
of great activity and considerable change, has proved a
difficulty. Some questions still open will be solved, or the
conditions which give rise to them will be altered, before
this century closes, and others will, no doubt, be opened.
It is hoped that the treatment here given will enable
the student to follow these developments with increased
interest, and to place them in proper connexion with the
history of the Empire and of Colonization generally.
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