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PREFACE.

———

THE country to which these vo-
lumes relate is one of those which
possess the double interest of an-
cient and modern celebrity. Situated
near, if not actually embracing the
cradle of the human race, Persia
was, according to the concurrent
testimony of tradition and history,
at an early period of the world a
powerful empire. The ineffectual
struggles of its despotic rulers to en-
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