PHERCE PRI ISR

SUPPLICATION TO THE DEVIL

BY

THOMAS NASH.

FROM THE FIRST EDITION OF 1592,

COMPARED WITH LATER IMPRESSIONS.

WITH

_ AN INTRODUCTION AND NOTES,

v BY J. PAYNE COLLIER, ESQ., F.S.A.

LONDON:
REPRINTED FOR THE SHAKESPEARE SOCIETY.



http://rucont.ru/efd/127012
http://rucont.ru/efd/127012
http://rucont.ru/efd/127012
http://rucont.ru/efd/127012

D ~ ~ v

" Focynapcreetman
?Ap,geua Jlenuna

) I TH N WY

Wil B U, FTHMHA

N AR

M 1Y 335-99

LONDON ¢
P. SHOBERI, JUN., 5], RUPBRT STREET, HAYMARKET,
PRINTER TO H. R.H. PRINCE ALBERT.

T

D ~ ~ v


http://rucont.ru/efd/127012
http://rucont.ru/efd/127012
http://rucont.ru/efd/127012
http://rucont.ru/efd/127012

D ~ ~ v

COUNCIL

OF

THE SHAKESPEARE SOCIETY.

Pregiyent.
THE MOST NOBLE THE MARQUESS OF NORMANBY.

Bice-Presi¥ents.

RT. HON. LORD BRAYBROOKE, F.S.A.
RT. HON. LORD F. EGERTON, M.P.
RT. HON. THE EARL OF GLENGALL.
RT. HON. EARL HOWE.

RT. HON. LORD LEIGH.

RT. HON. THE EARLF POWIS.

AMYOT, THOMAS, ESQ., F.R.S., TREAS. £'A,
AYRTON, WILLIAM, ESQ., F.R.S., F.S.A.
BOTFIELD, BERIAH, ESQ., M.P.

BRUCE, JOHN, ESQ., F.S.A.

COLLIER, J. PAYNE, ESQ., F.S.A., DIRECTOR.
CRAIK, GEORGE L., ESQ.

CUNNINGHAM, PETER, ESQ., TREASURER.
DYCE, REV. ALEXANDER.

FIELD, BARRON, ESQ.

HALLAM, HENRY, ESQ., F.R.S., V.P.S.A.
HALLIWELL, J. 0., ESQ., F.R.S. F.S.A.
HARNESS, REV, WILLIAM.

MACREADY, WILLIAM C., ESQ.

MILMAN, REV. HENRY HART.

OXENFORD, JOHN, ESQ.

PETTIGREW, T. J., ESQ., F.R.S., F.S.A.
PLANCHE, J. R., ESQ., F.S.A.

THOMS, WILLIAM J., ESQ., F.S.A.
TOMLINS, F. GUEST, ESQ., SECRETARY.
WATSON, SIR FREDERICK BEILEY, K.C.H., F.RS.
WRIGHT, THOMAS, ESQ., M.A,, F.8.A.

D ~ ~ v


http://rucont.ru/efd/127012
http://rucont.ru/efd/127012
http://rucont.ru/efd/127012
http://rucont.ru/efd/127012

D ~ ~ v

The Council of the Shakespeare Society desire it to be understood
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INTRODUCTION.

The ensuing tract is reprinted from the earliest im-

pression, an edition of extreme rarity, and we have com-

pared it with subsequent copies in 1592, 1598, and
1595, the two last of which are of more frequent occur-
rence, though all difficult to be procured. The author,
in one of his subsequent works, (“Have with you to
Saffron Walden,”) informs us that his *Pierce Penni-
less” had been six times printed between 1592 and
1596, but we have not been able to meet with more
than five impressions of those years. Its popularity
was extraordinary.

Many years ago, Mr. Octavius Gilchrist, whose know-
ledge of such matters was great, and whose taste
and judgment were good, issued a prospectus for a
reprint of ¢ Pierce Penniless his Supplication to the

* Devil;” but his proposal (never carried into effect) was

to adopt the text of the second, and not of the first edi-
tion, which, probably, he could not obtain. The dif-
ferences are trifling, in no case (the preliminary matter
excepted) more than verbal, but, having the earliest im-
pression in our hands, we have thought it expedient to
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