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‘NTRODUCTION

Anna Paretskaya

Anna Paretskaya, the issue’s lead editor. Address for correspondence: Department of
Sociology, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 8128 William H. Sewell Social Sciences
Building, 1180 Observatory Drive, Madison, WI 53706, USA. aparetskaya@soclabo.org.

Like any other academic journal, Laboratorium is in the business of publishing the
findings of new research. We are happy to offer a venue for authors to publicize their
studies—and, as a result, to help advance their careers. However, just as important
for the journal is to make itself a platform for scholarly dialogue, where researchers
from different institutions and different countries, speaking different languages and
working in different disciplines, can enter into conversations about noteworthy
books or important social issues.

This task of facilitating academic exchanges is particularly important to the
journal’s editors because we strive to overcome what we perceive as the isolation of
Russian humanistic social sciences that has existed—and persisted—since the
Soviet times. This isolation was, at least in part, a product of Marxism-Leninism as the
theoretical framework and methodological toolkit of social sciences and humanities;
it might be hard to believe now, but “Marxist-Leninist sociology” was taught as a
required course to sociology majors through the early 1990s. However, as political
ideology, Soviet Marxism-Leninism did not entirely quarantine the country from the
“bourgeois West,” as the two studies published in this issue of the journal show. In
fact, there were not only some overlaps in policy between the Soviet Union and at
least some Western countries but also active knowledge transfer from the West,
necessitated and fostered by the modernizing impetus of Soviet Marxism.

Transfer of technology from the West to the Soviet Union during the Cold War is
the subject of Elena Kochetkova’'s study “Modernization of Soviet Pulp and Paper
Industry and Technology Transfer in 1953-1964: The Case of Enso/Svetogorsk.” A
historian by training, Kochetkova has combed through archives on either side of the
Russian-Finnish border to reveal just how essential Finland was to the modernization
of the Soviet pulp industry in the post-Stalin era when the USSR was trying to “catch
up and overtake” the West, in the words of the country’s new leader. By comparing
the handover of two different technological processes—cellulose bleaching and
wood waste recycling—the article concludes thatin the former case the technological
transfer was more successful because it was much more comprehensive—transferred
were the know-how, the machinery, even the workforce. Ironically though, what led
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