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INTRODUCTORY.

Wxen I was lecturing in Great Britain I gave these
talks on Public Speaking to the students of the Univer-
sity of St. Andrews and the students of the University
of Aberdeen. I was so much encouraged by the com-
mendation they received from, not only the students,
but the principals and professors who did me the honor
to attend, that I continued to give them at other univer-
sities and colleges, notably at Allegheny College, Mead-
ville, Pa., where I spent some of the happiest hours of
my life as a lecturer and teacher.

They were fragmentary then, they are fragmentary
now. So is all truth, so are all facts.

What I say in these talks I say from experience, from
a long, hard-earned, and painful experience. I know
something of the ecstasy that accompanies success, and I
have had my share of the torture that comes with failure
in this perplexing and elusive art.

When I made up my mind to devote my mind and
body to public speaking, I was told by my tutors and
governors that I would certainly fail ; that my articu-
lation was a failure, and it was; that my voice was
feeble, and it was ; that my organs of speech were inad-
equate, and they were; and that if I would screw up
my little mouth it could be put into my mother's thim-
ble, and it could. Stinging words these certainly were,
and cruel ones. I shall never forget them ; possibly,
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