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PREFACE

A WRITER who professes to describe ‘“the electorate
and legislature ”” of the United Kingdom is necessarily
forced to travel over many chapters of the constitu-
tional history of England. In doing so he has the
advantage of clear guidance. The constitutional
history of England to the reign of Henry VII. has
been written by Mr. Stubbs; from the accession of
Henry VIL to the death of George IL. by Mr. Hallam ;
from the accession of George IIL. to the present time
by Sir Erskine May. But the English Constitution has
also been described by De Lolme and Lord Russell in
former generations and by Mr. Freeman and Mr.
Bagehot in our own time. The precedents of proceed-
ings in the House of Commons were collected more
than sixty years ago by Mr. Hatsall. The law and
practice of Parliament has been described in recent
years by Sir Erskine May.

Independent researches, made for a larger object,
have also enabled the author of this book to add to
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some extent to the information which is thus accessible
to the ordinary student. But he desires, on the first
page of the work, to acknowledge the debt under which
he lies to the authorities whom he has already named.
The acknowledgment is the more necessary because in
a little book of this character it is impossible to give
the references which would be inserted in a larger work.
To all the authorities he has named he is under an
obligation ; to three of them—Mr. Hallam, Mr. Stubbs,
and Sir Erskine May, he is specially indebted. Sir
Erskine May’s work on Parliamentary Practice is the
substructure on which every writer on Parliament
must build. The great works of Mr. Hallam and
Mr. Stubbs are too well known to require a compli-
ment ; but they are possibly susceptible to a criticism.
Mr. Hallam’s labours have perhaps done more than
Mr. Stubbs’s researches to give the general reader a
clear idea of constitutional progress, but Mr. Stubbs’s
‘work has done more to assist the student than Mr.
Hallam’s history. Mr. Hallam excels in manner,
Mr. Stubbs in matter: Mr. Hallam is superior to
Mr. Stubbs in his generalisations; Mr. Stubbs to
Mr. Hallam in the copiousness of his details.

Loxpox, June, 1881,
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