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The statistics used in this book have been reprinted (with some mecessary corrections
Jfrom a paper read before the Royal Statistical Soctety tn December 1891.
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INTRODUCTION

In 1889, when studying the aspects of poverty at Stepney, I came upon the
written records of parochial relief upon which I have mainly relied for the
account of pdlllaerism given in this book. The investigation begun at
Stepney was afterwards extended to St. Pancras, but I was obliged to
abandon any idea I may have had of making a general, or even sufficiently
representative, examination of London pauperism. Still less can what I now
submit to the public claim to cover the ground for the whole of England,
although, by way of contrast to the two London Unions, I have included a
short description of one country Union. It is, therefore, only as a picture
that what is here written should be regarded—true as far as it goes, and
possibly suggestive, but very incomplete.

Questions as to the true volume of pauperism, and especially of old age
pauperism, as to the method to be adopted in enumerating paupers, and as
to the relative advantages of different plans of affording them relief, came
into prominence while my inquiry was proceeding.

The second part of this book consists of an argument in support of one
of these proposals, and some suggestions regarding its practicability.

1 am glad to know that the fuller information needed on the whole
subject will now be officially collected, and before long published by the
Local Government Board.
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