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Bacon, Shakespeare, and the
TRosicrucians.

““A most remarkable book. Like its predecessor, ‘A New Study of
Shalespeare,” one cannot open it without learning something. . . . Butall
the same the book is a curiosity, and no SHARESPEARE-BACON LIBRARY
SHOULD BE WITHOUT IT.”—Shakspeariana (New York).

‘“A noteworthy attempt has been made to fix the disputed authorship
of the Shakespearian, and likewise of other writings, upon a set of literary
eccentricities who existed in Shakespeare’s time under the name of ‘Rosi-
crucians,” after one Christian Rosenkreuz, a German noble of the fifteenth
century. The fame of this curious literary ‘sect’ has just been revived by
Mr W. F. C. Wigston. He endeavours to show that there existed in
Shakespeare’s day a learned college of men who wrote in secret, among
whom were Lord Bacon, Sir Philip Sydney, Shakespeare, and Ben Jonson,
and that these together concocted the plays.”— Westminster Review.

¢“If Mr Donnelly’s ‘great cryptogram’ should turn out to be a real dis-
covery, we do not see why Mr Wigston's should not be so too. We fully
believe that the two theories must stand or fall together.”—Notes and
Queries.

Opinion of Mr James Hughan, author of many Masonic books, and re-
puted to be the highest Masonic authority in England :—‘“I have carefully
read your able article in the journal of the Bacon Society with great interest
and muck appreciation. Primo facie, the case is made out, it appears to
me, but beyond that I canuot go at present ; but the evidence is so remark-
able, as well as curious, that no one of a thoughtful mind could possibly
refuse your claim to consideration. The New Atlantis seems to be, and
PROBABLY IS, THE KEY to the modern Rituals of Free-masonry. Your
NosrLe VoLuME on Bacon, Shakespeare, and the Rosicrucians does much to
clear the way.” ’

“The most powerful argument yet issued on the Baconian side.”—
Information.

T have found it an intensely interesting work. You are steadily pushing
open a door that leads to a great discovery.”—IeNATIUS DONNELLY, Author
of ““ The Great Cryptogram.”

¢ We hail with satisfaction the publication of Mr Wigston’s rema.rkable
and learned work on a subject of which others have thought and discoursed,
especially with regard to the sonnets, but which is for the first time brought
forward in print with a boldness and ability which must rank the author as
first amongst the pioneers in this newly opened mine of truth.”—Zhe Bacon
Journal.

“Tt is further admittedly curious, and we readily give Mr Wigston the
benefit of the fact, that among the ‘misleaders’ whom the Confessio advises
its disciples to have nothing to do with, ‘one of the greatest’is stated to be
a ‘stage player, a man with sufficient ingenuity for imposition.’ ”—Light.

““The volume contains much that is most interesting. "—Glasgow Herald.
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BY THE SAME AUTHOR.

Demy 8vo, cloth, 7s. 6d.

#l New Study of Shakespeare.

¢ Certainly the most noteworthy and valuable of all the works elucidating
the inner meaning of the greatest poet of modern times which have appeared.
The books on Shakespeare, and his writings, would of themselves make a
respectable library, numerically considered. Most of them, however, are
superficial and of small value, and many are absolutely worthless. The book
under consideration, published anonymously in 1884, seems not to have re-
ceived the careful attention which it undoubtedly merits. It is evidently
the production of a scholar and thinker who has given the Shakespearean
writings a critical and exhaustive examination.”—Zhe Platonist.

BY THE SAME AUTHOR.

8wo, cloth, 7s. 6d.

Hermes Stella;

or,

Totes and JFottings upon the MBacon Cipber.

I read your book with the highest interest and pleasure, from the first
page to the last. I think you have proved your case, and brought forward
some curious and novel facts. There s, I think, no doubt that there is a cipher
in the prose works of Lord Bacon, as yow suggest.”—Letter from Honourable
IenaTrus DONNELLY, Author of ¢ Great Cryptogram,” &e., 12th July 1890.

“ Mr Wigston apologises for the style of this book on the ground that it is
¢only a collection of rough notes hurried into print by circumstances connected
with the theft of a portion of the manuseript.” No doubt he fears lest some
future Shakespeare, who is the thief, may hereafter get the credit of a work
so erudite and so valuable.”—ZThe Bookseller.

““ Rough and unmethodical as the book is, however, it shows prodigious
research and study, and a really extraordinary ingenuity.” — Publishers
Circular.

KEGAN PAUL TRENCH, TRUBNER & Co,
57 axp 59 LUDGATE HILL, LONDON.
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