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The Language Situation in Modern Australia
Irina S. Dobryaeva*
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In the article the language situation in modern Australia is analyzed from the points of the compo-
nents, functional distribution of socio-communicative functions between its systems and subsystems
and also the factors that formed this situation and are influencing it at present. The English lan-
guage (Australian English) is found to dominate in the exoglossic aspect while its codified variety
(mAuskE) is found to dominate in the endoglossic aspect of the language situation, the consequences
of this domination for Aboriginal and migrant languages and Australian English itself are studied.
The two aspects of the language situation in modern Australia: exoglossic and endoglossic — are
found to be isomorphic.

Keywords: language situation, exoglossic, endoglossic, language policy, non-balanced, multicul-
turalism, bilingualism, macro-mediator, micro-mediator, language habitat, migration, multiethnic
communities, LOTEs, Aboriginal languages, mAusE, AusE, exonormative, endonormative, supra-
dialect koine, lingua franca, dialectisms, ethnolects, sociolects, polycentric, epicenter.

Introduction and cultures with the English language in the

There is no denying the fact that modern era  language habitat of Australia.

is the age of global communication, interaction

e . . Definiti
and mobility. It is also the age of global English — ehimitions

Globish. The definitions of a language situation
The societies and communities are given by different researches (A. D. Shveitser,
increasingly becoming multiethnic due to L.B. Nikolsky, Ch. Ferguson, G.P. Neshimenko

migration. But does this mean they are becoming
multilingual and multicultural?

With the help of studying the language
situation in Australia, which is traditionally
viewed as a multilingual and multicultural
the

phenomenon of Australian multilinguisity and

society, we are trying to analyze

multiculturalism through studying the modes

and types of interaction of migrant languages

etc.) vary in the set of criteria employed
by the linguists. The definition given by
A. D. Shveitser combines most of these
criteria and in our research we rely on this
definition: “Language situation is a model
of social and functional distribution and
hierarchy of socio-communicative systems and
subsystems which coexist and interact within
cultural

a politico-administrative unit or

*  Corresponding author E-mail address: irena_do@rambler.ru

! © Siberian Federal University. All rights reserved

— 907 —

D ~ v v


http://rucont.ru/efd/295854
http://rucont.ru/efd/295854
http://rucont.ru/efd/295854
http://rucont.ru/efd/295854

