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PART 1
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Introduction

The book will help you feel more confident with the portfolio 
process, whether you are enrolled in a course, working as an intern, 
or earning a degree or certification. It introduces you to a variety 
of strategies for making sound decisions, for learning something 
meaningful, and for presenting a successful final product, whatever 
your goals may be.

Portfolios have been used for a long time by various professions 
as a means to document a person’s achievements. Artists, architects 
or designers collect samples of their work in portfolios. They use them 
to demonstrate evidence of their practice, but also to demonstrate 
how their skills have developed over the years as a consequence of 
their learning biography.

The European Language Portfolio (ELP) has similar aims with 
regard to a learner’s language and intercultural competence. Devised 
by the Council of Europe’s Modern Languages Division, it was piloted 
in 15 Council of Europe member countries, and was launched during 
the European Year of Languages in 2001. 

The first part of the book introduces the guideline «The Common 
European Framework of Reference for Languages: Learning, 
Teaching, Assessment» which is intended to overcome the barriers 
to communication among professionals working in the field of modern 
languages arising from the different educational systems in Europe 
and aims to provide a method of learning, teaching and assessing 
applied to all languages in Europe.

The main objectives of the Language Policy in Europe, and 
implemented measures necessary to achieve them are also 
described. You will also find relevant information on levels of foreign 
language proficiency and structure, aims and functions and the 
language portfolio itself. 

The second part of the book «Language Portfolio» will help you 
through the steps of collecting, selecting, and presenting your work, 
all the while emphasizing reflection. You will examine the situation 
for each project and make many complex and subtle decisions. 
Throughout this guide, you will find advice and strategies to help you 
keep track of your learning and to make reasoned choices about the 
content and appearance of your portfolio. Your tasks as a portfolio 
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LANGUAGE PORTFOLIO: practical training
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keeper will include tending to your developing ideas, keeping watch 
over your own learning patterns, helping your peers or collaborators, 
and being responsible for the final product.

The second part of the book is devoted to the two main types of 
portfolios and the forms contemporary portfolios take. We discuss the 
characteristics of portfolios, the elements that provide the foundation 
of every portfolio, whatever its type or form. While the discussion will 
often focus on writing portfolios, many of the goals and issues apply 
to other types of portfolio-keeping situations as well. Understanding 
these principles and the importance of reflective learning will give you 
a good start toward building your portfolio.

Mastering the aspects mentioned above will contribute to the 
formation of the following competences:

– the ability to structure and integrate knowledge from different 
professional spheres and be ready to use and develop the knowledge 
in the course of accomplishing professional tasks (GPC-13);

– the ability to study native language speech behavior, describe 
new language processes in social, political and cultural life of the 
foreign society (GPC-16);

– the ability to analyze phenomena and processes necessary to 
demonstrate and confirm theoretical results of the research (GPC-17);

 – to own the methods of cognitive and formal natural language 
modelling and methods of creating metalanguages (PC-18).
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