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B oIMH ¥3 MNOpPeKPacCHHX MIJILCKMX BeuepoB 1315 roma T'om BepTpal,
CJIaBHBIM LEpOonJjlacTMK, HeOaBHO Ipuexarumy B Tyny3y, CHUIEN 3alyMuMBO [IOIJIE
OTKPBITOT'O OKHa B CBoey pabouert (koMHaTe). OH XWUJI OPOTMB CaMOT'O IopTala
LepkBM CB. JHoMMHMKA. 3axonduee COJIHLE OCBelaJio elle BepurHy OamHM. I'ion
BepTpaH CMOTpPeJyI Ha DTy BepuMHY. TeHb [NOINHMMAJlaChb BHILE M BHIIE I10 TypejulaM,
JuLo ero Oojlee u  OoJjlee oOMpadalyiocb, M Ka3ajloCb, WYTO BCe HaOexIOsl ero
YHOCUIIMCB BMECTEe C MCUesallMMM JiydaMM COJIHLla Ha OallHe.

OH wmMenl BCe OpaBO IIpeldaBaThbCsa OTUYASHMIO: KPOME TaMHOTO TIOp4,
KOTOpoOe OTpaxaJioCh BO BCexX uUepTax ero, MCKYyCCTBO, IOOCTaBJIgBllee eMy
nponuTaHme, OBJIO 3BalpelleHO [IOH CMEePTHOK KasHMI II0CJie Ccyla Han waMOeJiaHOM
dpaHUUM OHIT'eppaHOM MapuHbBM, e€I'0 XeHOK U CeCTpol, OOBMHEHHEIX B UYapOBaHUMU
xKopoJsia JiogoBuka X.

- BoT nocrnemHee pocTosHue! - nporosopun I'om BeprTpas, BEIHYB U3
KapMaHa CcepebpaHyln MOHEeTYy M XJIOINHYB €0 IO KOCAKY Ookomka.- XeHa npumeT 3a
IoeHbT'aMM Ha pacxol... £ OoTIaM eM BCe, UYTO MMel, a OHa CKaxeT: 3Toro majo!..
BaBTpa ToJiomHas XeHa U eTu OyIOyT MNPOCUTbH MMJIOCTHIHI, a g OyIoy IponMuTaTbCs
Ha CYeT MOMX 3aMMOIaBLeB B ToOpbMe Kanmurysa!

N ¢ o2TuMM  cJoBaMu ' BepTpaH CXBAaTUI JIeXaBUMM Ha OKHe pesel U
BOHBMUJI €r'o TJIyOOKO B IEepeBO. B 3Ty caMyl MUHYTY KTO-TO INOCTydYaJl y HOBEpPEN.

- Bor oma! - npomsHec TIiou BepTpaH, BCTaBad C MecTa M OTHepIMBad
3a0BUXKY .

Ho BMeCTO XeHBl BOIIEJI HEM3BECTHHI UeJIOBek B WMPOKOM Ijlale, OJIeIHBI,
XYOOWABEIV, BBICOKMM, C BIIAJIBIMM IJla3aMU.

- T'om Beptpan?

- Tax TOYHO. HewmsBecCTHHIM, BXOIa B pabouylo, OpuUIlep 3a COOOK OBEPL.

- YTomnHO BaM INPMHATE Ha ceba pabory?

- O4UeHb OXOTHO NIPUMY... pPa3yMeeTcd, CKYJIbITYPHYIO

- HeTr, pabora ©Oy»meT OTHOCUTHCH COODCTBEHHO OO Baller'O0 MCKYCCTBAa...-—
CkaszaJl HEeMB3BECTHBM, BbBHMMAsA M3-IN04 I1Jjalla HeOoJbWoM noprpeeT.- o aToMy
IOPTPETY BH IOJIKHE CHeJIaTb BOCKOBYK OUIYPY.

- Bockoryo? He wMory! - wu T BepTpaH, OCMOTPEB C HOI' IO I'OJIOBH
HEM3BECTHOI'O, HEBOJIBHO COHNPOTHYJICH.

- Brr, wMoOxeT OBHTH, JyMaeTe. UYTO £ ©OucCkaJl MHKBU3ULMM, MKy Ballel
norubeam? Her! Bnpouew, 4 Hauny IOpyroTro LepoIlljlacTuKa, KOTOpHM OyneT
CHMUCXOIUTEeJIbHeEe ... Heu3BeCTHHM B34J1 [IOI IJlalll NOPTPEeT M XOTeJl UOTHU.

- [lozBoJybTE. . . Ecim BEH MHe CKaxeTe, IJiId KaKoI'O YyHoTpebOJjieHMda
3aKas3bBaeTe. . .

- BoT npekpacHel Bomnpoc!

- Ho... BH 3HaeTe, 4YTO MOXHO CHejlaThb 3Ji0e yrnoTpebJjeHUue...

- O KOHEeYHO, M3 BCeTrO MOXHO CIeJjlaThb 3Jjloe ynorpebjieHMe; OIOHaKO Xe,
IoKyInas xXeJjes30, He @»aBaTb Xe KJATBH, UYTO OHO He OymeT ynorpebJieHO Ha
KMHXaJI. BrnpoueM, OyIbTe INOKOMHE: 3TO IJid KoOJUlekuuM GQaMMJIBHOM. YTOOHO B34ThH?

T'om BepTpaH nymall.
- V3BOJIBTE OTBEeUaAThL Ckopee!

- BepyCb... HO... MHE He IEmeBO CTaHeT sTa pabdoTa... ¥ BaM TakKxe.

- Hacuer »TOTO He OecHoKOMTEeChb: BOT BaM B 3amaToK... 3IeChb B
KolleJIbKe IOBAlaTh JYMIOPOB. UYepes HeIeJyio MHOOJIKHO OBTb TOTOBO... TOJIBKO
CXOICTBO pasuTeJibHOE. . .

- MoxeTe MOJIOXUTHCH... HEeM3BECTHHI yIaJUIICH.

Tioy BeprTpaH 3anep IOBepM, CIOPATaJl NopTpeT B mkad, Opocuil KoueJiekK Ha

CTOJI M CeJI CHOBa IIoIJle OKHa B pa3nOyMbe. BCkKoOpe BouJja XeHa eTo.

- Y mebsa, I'vu, KTO-TO ObI? He 1jiga 3aka30B Ju?

- HOa! - oreeTusn BepTpaH.

- Cmnama Bory!

- Ja!- oTBeuas BepTpaH.

- 3TO 4UTO Takoe-?

- JIleHbTU.
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