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PREFACE.

—_—

TS volume has been issued to meet the wishes of those who
desire to possess, in a permanent form, letters which once
yielded them pleasure and instruction. On their first publica-
tion these letters were reprinted by daily and weekly Journals
throughout the kingdom, and may, without exaggeration, be
affirmed to have been more widely reproduced than any com-
munications ever despatched from fields of battle. Of a large
proportion of them, it may be said, that they were welcomed by
the public as affording the earliest, fullest, and ‘most specific
information at critical moments of the campaign, and if it
should further be found that these same letters, hastily
written in the bivouac, on the field of victory, or in some hovel
on the line of retreat, have at the same time the merit of being
among the most vivid and truthful pictures of war that have
at any time been offered to the public, the popularity they have
attained would be accounted for.

Owing to the large mumber of the Special Correspondents
whose letters are now republished, and in order that each of
them may have credit for his own labours, a conventional sign
has been appropriated to each correspondent and prefixed to
his letters, by which his writings may be distinguished.

«Darry News” OFrricE, BOUVERIE STREET,
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