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The article presents a historical review of creation and life of the faculty of philosophy of Ural State 
University (Ural Federal University at present). Special attention is paid to the current state of 
innovative, educational and scientifi c activities of its chairs. 
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The faculty of philosophy of Ural University 
is the third faculty of philosophy in Russia after 
St. Petersburg and Moscow; it has its own history, 
features of institutionalization and contribution 
to the history of Russian philosophy.

Although the actual date of its foundation is 
1965, its story began much earlier.

Sverdlovsk was recognized as a cultural 
and scientifi c center of the Urals after the Great 
Patriotic war. Many famous scientists, including 
philosophers (most of whom were leaders of 
the major party at the same time), worked in 
its universities and numerous academic and 
industrial research institutes.

The chair of philosophy in Ural University 
was created in 1943 by Solomon Zaharovich 
Katsenbogen (1889-1946), who taught at it 
from 1939 until his death. He was replaced on 
his position of the head of the chair by Mikhail 
Trifonovich Iovchuk (1908-1990), who previously 

worked in the department of propaganda and 
agitation as a secretary of the Communist party 
of Belarus. His transfer to Sverdlovsk and the 
appointment as the head of the department of 
philosophy of Ural University was a kind of 
exile, the reason for which was his signature 
under the obituary of Mikhoels, a famous 
director deceased in Minsk. His contribution to 
the development of Philosophy in Ural University 
is doubtless. Firstly, M. T. Iovchuk, already a 
well-known historian of Russian Philosophy, 
corresponding member of the Academy of 
Sciences of the USSR, created a center to study 
Russian philosophy in Sverdlovsk and devoted 
several volumes of ‘’USU Academic Notes’’ 
to philosophy. Secondly, he organized courses 
for post-graduate students. G. Mokronosov, 
I. Sushkov, F. Sadykov were his fi rst post-
graduate students, who later became very well-
known professors of philosophy.
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